
FAN – Future Aerospace Network

Aerospace initiative for the

European Metropolitan Region Stuttgart



Goals

The FAN Cluster was founded in 2008 and awarded 

within the competition to strengthen regional cluster 

in Baden-Württemberg and is funded by the Ministry of

Economics Baden-Wurttemberg and the European

program regional competitiveness and employment.

Goal:

• Create visibility of the aviation and aerospace 

industry at a regional, national and global level

• The quick conversion of ideas in products ready for 

the market 

• The quicker industrial utilisation of research results

• The development of highly qualified jobs

• The analysis and strategical advancement of the 

aviation and aerospace industry in the region



Tasks

Activities:

• Presentations, workshops, fairs

• Development of a matrix of competencies of the branch

• Szenarios and roadmaps

• Placement of skilled employees of the branch, 

motivation of young people for aerospace

• Mentoring SMEs in fundraising  and initiating R&D 

projects

• Support establishing a SatLab for satellite navigation

and a technology center

• International cooperation and the involvement in 

European networks



How can I participate?

Models of collaboration:

• Be a participant in FAN

• Be involved in innovation and technology workshops

• Take part in R&D programs and projects

• Exchange of experience in foreign markets

• Get support when you intend to join 

the aerospace sector



Partners of FAN

Forum Aerospace Baden-Württemberg as the network of the 
Baden-Wurttemberg aerospace sector

Faculty Aerospace Engineering and Geodesy, university of 
Stuttgart with its 14 institutes and 1500 students

City of Stuttgart with the Stuttgart Engineering Park and the 
„Aerospace House“ 

Stuttgart Region Economic Development Corporation with 
competences in regional cluster management

Technology-Transfer-Center Lampoldshausen with an office of 
the German Aerospace Center

Flugfeld Böblingen/Sindelfingen with an aerospace academy and 
a technology center
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Cooperation with German Aerospace Academy

Aerospace academy

In the aerospace industry different technologies are 

necessary to solve a problem. Therefore employees 

with various professions have to be involved in a 

successful innovation process and an important part of 

research and development is internal and external 

advance training.

An aerospace academy should ease the training of 

employees in a multisectoral and technology-

orientated environment and support enterprises to 

improve their innovations.

Therefore the German Aerospace Academy (ASA)  

was founded on November 3rd, 2010.



Cooperating partners of FAN



Participants via LR BW



Overview FAN network



Activities so far

Plenum Events, cooperations with associations and 

institutions 

(VDI, EUROAVIA, DLR_School_Lab …)

Innovation Initiating workshops

Recruiting Supporting the foundation of the German Aerospace 

Academy

Marketing Websites, flyer, roll up, fairs

Image brochure aerospace in Baden- Wuerttemberg

Fundraising Participating in a Coordination Action in FP7, 

Initiating Interreg IV proposal

Internationalisation Involvement in NEREUS And EACP,

Cooperation with european aerospace clusters



Highlights: ILA – Aerospace fair in Berlin

• Discussions with companies

• Reception of the Minister for 

Economic Affairs of Baden-

Württemberg

• Contacting international Clusters



Highlights: Image Brochure

• 80 companies and institutions 

represented with their aerospace 

profiles so far

• English/German

• Also online version available

• Continously updated



Highlights: Events

FAN – kick -off  November 10, 2009, Haus der Wirtschaft, Stuttgart 

(67 participants)

Open Change – product development considering innovation and safety, May 3, 

2010, Stuttgarter Engineering Park STEP (50 participants)

FAN- Fundraising- event May 6, 2010, Galerie Sindelfingen (30 participants)

From Baden –Wuerttemberg to space, October 8, 2010, Haus der Wirtschaft, 

Stuttgart  (500 participants, pupils involved)



Highlights: Internationalisation

Cooperation FAN/LR BW with

• aerospace Cluster Lombardia

• aerospace Cluster Andalusia

• Swiss Aerospace Cluster

• EACP, NEREUS 



Contact us

Phone: +49(0)711 687031-41

E-Mail: drachsler@fan-bw.de

FAN Office Stuttgart

Knut Drachsler, Clustermanager FAN 

Nobelstr. 12

D-70569 Stuttgart

Phone: +49(0) 711 327325-50 

E-Mail: vogl@fan-bw.de

FAN Office Ostfildern 

Anita Vogl, Clustermanagement FAN

Gerhard-Koch-Str. 2-4 

D-73760 Ostfildern

Internet: www.fan-bw.de
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